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racked India by land the majority have struck from the north-
;st by way of Afghanistan. Although Alexander the Great
1 not use the Khyber Pass route, he included Afghanistan in
> sweeping conquests between 334 B.C. and 323 B.C.
Afghanistan has an area variously estimated at between
3,000 and 270,000 square miles, or more than twice the size
the whole of the British Isles. The boundaries of the country
ve been defined by a series of treaties ; that between Afghanis-
a and India in 1893 ; that with Persia was demarcated in
33-1905 ; that with Russia dates from 1895. The treaty
tween Great Britain and Afghanistan signed at Kabul on
>vember 22nd, 1921, marked the commencement of a new
i. It closed the phase of Afghanistan as a hermit nation,
tirely forbidden to foreigners unless specially bidden to carry
t some work where technical knowledge was required. It
:ognizes the complete independence of Afghanistan, and agrees
an interchange of diplomatic representatives. The recog-
ion of Afghanistan by Germany, France, Italy, Soviet Russia,
.rkey and Persia quickly followed, and each of these nations
whas Consulates at Kabul. An Anglo-Afghan Trade Conven-
n was ratified in 1923, and the Germans have been particularly
:ive in flooding Kabul bazaars with German goods.
Except for a strip of the Plain of Turkistan on the north,
5 whole of Afghanistan is occupied by lofty mountains and
vated plateaus. M. Raymond Furon, to whom is due the
st account of the geography of the country,1 distinguishes
; physiographic regions :
(1)  Afghan   Turkistan,   or  rather  Bactria,   is  a  low  plain
nated between  the valley  of the  Oxus  and  the mountain
.ssif to the south.    The rivers which rise in these mountains
e themselves in the sand before reaching the Oxus.    Former
igation works have been deserted and the tract is unhealthy
I very sparsely inhabited, with Mazar-i-Sharif as the principal
ra.
(2)  The Hindu Kush constitute a mountain complex, difficult
access, entirely barren and uninhabited.    The average height
the mountains is over 15,000 feet and the peaks, which are
rays snow-covered, exceed 18,000 feet.    The Passes of Nuksan
1 Khawak afford communication with Badakhshan; the Pass
Ak-Robat and Dendan-Shikan are used by the routes between
bul and Mazar-i-Sharif.
(3)  Badakhshan occupies the north-east of Afghanistan, to
: east of Turkistan.    It is a beautiful region, including the
tie Pamirs, limited on the north by the Upper Oxus (or Amu-
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